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Visual Analysis of Bodies and Culture
Her Body and Other Parties by Carmen Machado Maria is a representation of the bending work of gender that works best in blending science fiction elements, fiction in literature, folklore stories, and ghost stories as well as the contemporary media into the speculated delicious fiction casserole. The book was recognized as the best in 2017 through the assortment of short stories in the book. The book has received praise because of the innovation of the author and the way he has detailed his technique meticulously. The stories have been perfectly crafted and linked to one another. 
The tales in this short story are well crafted. For instance, the novel The Husband Stitch has been developed in a way that it is attached to this story Her Body and Other Parties. For example, the author says in The Husband Stitch that he thinks everything could be able to move out in the dark. There can be a hook-handed man or a ghostly hitchhiker who is repeating the same journey. The author says that everyone knows the stories despite that no one believes in them. Therefore, the author has intertwined the tales, and they seem to be connected as depicted from the message they deliver to the reader. 


In The Husband Stich, the author examines how tales have become part of people’s cultural architecture, and therefore they are being used in innocuous ways in the interpretation of the world or as well in denying the truths in the world. The narrator of the story is seen to have met a boy as a teenager, and they start to follow a path of a storybook about childbirth and marriage. We realize that despite the couple being happy, the husband has not been able to bring out one detail that his wife was born having a green ribbon around her neck. The wife does not want to share this part of life to the husband about the green ribbon. The husband, in desperation, attempts to hold the ribbon by times sneakily and times doing it intentionally to guilt her wife. 


Just like other stories in the collection, The Husband Stitch looks at the physical and emotional boundaries. The husband at times oversteps his boundaries the same way readers overstep their boundaries. The narrator of the story at many of the instances from the book letting us into the intimate portions of her life but yet keeps the reader a far distance through the distraction that she makes by stories, the legends, and tales of old wives. Even when the readers feel that they are close to the narrator, they are then reminded that they do not know the secrete of the ribbon. 

The title The Husband Stitch has been adopted from the process of childbirth. In this medical procedure, after childbirth, the woman is provided with a stitch so that the sexual organ can be more pleasurable to the husband again. However, the reader either is left in the dilemma of to believe this procedure or not as it is not known to exist. The fictional emphasis of the narrator on tales makes the doubt worse as the reader questions whether the narrators’ words are valid. It can be argued that Machado is critiquing and therefore the reader can become complicit in the disbelief cultural sentiments of disregarding the words of women especially those addressing violence. 

Most of Machado’s work is undoubtedly political, and it is admirable as well. Despite the stories being different in content terms, they seem to be linked together by the emphasis of exploring women experiences more especially the queer women with their bodies. Every story feature on some violence to the body of some kind. For instance, in Inventory we see a woman reflecting on her sexual incidences both bad and good. She reflects on all of them from the first one to the last one when there is a virus that is threatening to wipe out humanity. Besides, in Mothers, we see a same-sex couples that has defied nature, they have a baby, and this sends the narrator into fantasies that we are not sure about their reality. Besides, in challenging state at Parties, a woman is experiencing sexual trauma and while in her trials of building her sexual life with her partner, we get to here distinct internal thoughts like those in porn video acting. 

When comparing the two books, they seem to be advocating more of the women life. For instance, The Bridge Called My Back is a collection of books that editors say that radical women of color have written them. Moraga and Anzaldua have made a groundbreaking collection, which is a reflection on an entire uncompromised feminism definition by the women of color. The book utilizes many forms, from personal essays, interviews, poetry, and even visual art, the collection is an exploration of what Moraga refers to as “the complex confluence of identities.” All these complex confluences are represented in the race, gender, sexuality, and class, and all these are a system to the women of color that happen to be objects of oppression as well as liberation. 

When drawing from the first story, The Roots of Our Radicalism, the author says how she learned to make her mind large. She ironically says that this was meant because the universe is vast and then she will be able to get a room for paradoxes. Being black women from all kinds of streets in their childhood, the author says that they had voices for their survival.  For the blacks, it was to try to pass, but for the whites, it was easy to pass. Further, when looking at When I Was Growing Up, the author illustrates how at some point she longed to be white. She only wanted this because people were telling her that she was black. Her sisters who had a fair complexion could be praised for their beauty but not her.
Besides, much can be recounted on from the book “The Bridge Called My Back.” According to Moraga, she says that that the world needs to read the book with urgency the writings of the women of color, so that outlined and progressive thinking can be encouraged. The author expresses how there is narrow feminist writing and says some places it does not make sense for writing like in Massachusetts. The author recounts on many instances like during the train and an officer attacks and kills a black teenager but then writes that the train moves on. She intentionally uses the metaphor to show how life continues despite the injustices. Living as a minority group is getting hotter and more oppressive and more especially the women of color are the more oppressed. The author brings out the essence of writing as to speculate the experiences of the minority and as well deal with racism. Such actions can lead to the connection of all women. 
Conclusively, the author affirms that the women of color do not have to lose their dignity as well as pride in their race and result in the flourishing of feminism. Instead, the author urges that women must embrace and their races as well those of others so that they can destroy ignorance, which is preventing them from connecting to others. It is pertinent to note that both books have focused on women and advocates for women of color to stand up for any injustice. 
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